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Ruler of Bhopal, who held Islamnagur Fort at all risks against
the enemies of the State in 1797, or, in later times, to the valuable
help afforded to the British in the difficult times of the Mutiny
by Your Highness1 grandmother,  Her Highness the Nawab
Sikander Begum.   It was of a piece with such great traditions
that Your Highness at the outbreak of the Great War placed
the whole resources of your State at the disposal of the British
Crown, that your Heir-Apparent, Nawab Sahib Sir Mahomed
Nasrullah Khan, volunteered his personal services at the front
and that moral and material support of a most valuable kind
was constantly tendered by Your Highness, Your Highness1
family, and your State to the British Government throughout
that time of stress and anxiety.    If I do not dwell longer on these
services, it is because the thanks of His Majesty the King-Emperor
have recently been communicated to Your Highness by His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales on the occasion of his recent
visit to Bhopal, and I need not emphasize the esteem in which
I personally hold these loyal services because Your Highness
already knows of this.    I value and prize most highly the assur-
ance which Your Highness has given to the place which Your
Highness assigned to loyalty to the Crown and service to the
Empire,    I note Your Highness' appreciation of the necessity
for better organization of the channels of communication between
my Government and the Indian States.   The question of closer
relations, as Your Highness is aware, is engaging my consideration.
Your Highness has alluded to changes in the atmosphere of
India, changes not peculiar to India but occurring in all parts
of the world as a result of evolution following recent events and
of the age in which we live.   These are times, as Your Highness
observes, which call for the constant exercise of experience,
guidance   and   wise   statesmanship.   I   welcome  the   further
opportunity which my present tour affords of studying at first
hand the position and importance of the Indian States in the
Indian body politic, and of considering what developments the
future may have in store for them amid the extensive changes
which are now taking place in the social order and political
life of the Indian continent.   The great body of the subjects
of these States turn with implicit faith and traditional loyalty
to their rulers for help in their difficulties, and for guidance in
these new and shifting conditions.   There is no more precious
possession than this heritage of trust and attachment.   Wise
rulers, like Your Highness, take, steps to ensure that nothing is
left undone on their part to cherish and retain it.   In these